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weakness and loss of flesh. This is not sufficient evidence to make sure of this disease. A post-mortem examination will show the nodules on the intestines and establish the diagnosis. The adult worms probably will be overlooked because they are very small, being about % inch in length.
Treatment and prevention
Nothing can be done to remove the nodules or kill the young worms living in them. Inasmuch as-most of the harm done by these worms is due to the warty stage on the intestines, little progress has been made in treatment to get rid of the adult worm in the intestines. This is because the nodular stage is the damaging part of the life history and even though the adult worms could be expelled from the intestines, the nodules would occur as long as the pastures were infested with young worms.
As prevention, keep sheep away from wet pastures. Dry-lot feeding of the flock may be tried. This means close confinement on a bare and uninfested corral. The animals are fed from racks and the drinking water is protected from contamination by the manure of infested ewes. The young lambs and sheep are especially susceptible. Under usual farm conditions, the farmer does not consider this disease worthy of any great effort at control, since sheep seldom die. No doubt many thin and unprofitable sheep suffer from nodular disease and do not return much, if any, profit to the owner.
Liver-flukes
The disease caused by liver-flukes, while by no means uncommon, is not general in all sections of the United States, most of the infection being noticed in the Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf states. Scattering cases have been reported in many other parts of the country. Generally most sheepmen will be unfamiliar with this disease.
Since one stage of the development of flukes takes place in small snails, low wet land favorable to the growth of